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The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere and
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The midnight ride wasn’t so much a solo operation as it was a rel gals
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British Forces Retreat

Around mid-morning, the British forces consolidated in the center of Concord
(which, incidentally, was not burned -- in fact, British soldiers helped put out a
fire that had spread to a house). Having been up all night and morning on the
march, they needed a rest. Still, Colonel Smith knew well enough that the
longer they waited, the larger the force of militia men grew. Around noon, they
began the long march back to Boston.

American Ambush
The Americans now had the advantage of numbers. More than a thousand
men rushed ahead of the British column, setting up ambushes and sniper's

nests for the Redcoats. Where the road narrowed at Meriam's Corner, the

British flankers had to rejoin the column -- allowing the Americans to get close
and attack the main group. The British took many casualties, while the
guerrilla tactics of the locals kept their losses to a minimum.
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What was the name of Paul Revere's horse?

This question should properly be, “What was the name of the horse Revere rode?” because there is no evidence that Revere
owned a horse at the time he made his famous ride. Revere may have owned a horse at an earlier date. If he did not, he
certainly had ready access to horses at some point in order to become the experienced rider that he was. If he had owned a
horse in April 1775, it is unlikely he would have tried to bring it with him when he was rowed across the Charles River to
Charlestown, prior to setting off on his ride.

Revere left several accounts of his "Midnight Ride,” and, although he states that he borrowed the horse from John Larkin,
neither he nor anyone else takes much notice of the mount, or refers to it by name. Revere calls it simply “a very good horse.”
In the years since 1775 many names have been attached to the animal, the most exotic probably being Scheherazade. The only

name for which there is any evidence, however, is Brown Beauty. The following excerpt is taken from a genealogy of the Larkin
family, published in 1930.




Can | verlfy The Midnight Ride in Revere's Own Words

th I S Paul Revere provided three accounts of his ride on April 18th 1775. His first two
. . accounts, a draft and a corrected copy of a deposition, both dated 1775, were
I n fo rm a‘tl O n ? made at the request of the Massachusetts Provincial Congress, These depositions,
° taken from all eyewitnesses to the skirmish on Lexington Green, were compiled in
the hopes of obtaining proof that the British had fired the first shot.

Though written 23 years after the fact, the most complete account of the ride is

Paul Revere's |etter to Jeremy Belknap, Corresponding Secretary of the
Massachyss i oclety, dated .

To view the actual letter and a transcription, click here,

The link to the Belknap letter is provided courtesy of the Massachusetts Historica
Society.

The Society owns the largest collection of Revere manuscripts, most held as pj#

. Revere Family Papers.
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